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• Why the climate emergency?

• How can we fight climate change?

• What is Historic England doing?



Key Messages

• We have the tools to fight climate 
change: heritage is part of the solution

• Heritage can and must adapt: it’s not a 
matter of if, but how 

• Climate action today protects and 
creates the heritage of tomorrow

• Think global, act local







Overwhelmed
Hopeless



A global problem…. … with local solutions



Global temperatures have risen by around 1.2 °C 
since the industrial revolution of the 1800s due to human 

caused greenhouse gasses

Unprecedented rate of warming causing Earth processes 
to change or breakdown

We caused it, we can fix it!



World Meteorological Organization
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Climate Change

Causes

Effects

Impacts





Limit the causes 
reduce, absorb and 
remove greenhouse gas 
emissions – remove the 
pollution blanket

To plan for, mange and 
respond to the effects of 
climate change

Prepare for the impacts
Understand and manage 

the risks – flooding, 
heatwaves, extreme 

weather etc…



What are global leaders doing?

• Paris Agreement 2015 – cap warming between 1.5-2 °C above pre-industrial levels

• How? Reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

• Funding to help those worst effected 



• National risk assessment and adaptation planning every five years

• 2019 UK declares a Climate Emergency - 100% reduction (Net Zero) by 2050 compared to 1990 levels 

• UK Climate Change Act 2008 – 80% reduction in emissions by 2050 compared to 1990 levels

• Decreasing 5 year carbon budgets - Sixth Carbon Budget 2033-37- 78% reduction compared to 1990 levels

What is the UK doing?



Reducing Emissions 



Preparing for Impacts
Progress in Adapting to Climate Change: Report to 
Parliament 2023 - Climate Change Committee 



UK has the oldest building stock in Europe

Around 6 million buildings built before 1919

14,972 listed active places of worship, 

12,208 CoE buildings, 159 in Blackburn Diocese

Historic buildings can and must adapt to remain viable 
in a low carbon, resilient society

Every building can lower emissions and save energy

Every building can be made more resilient

It’s not a matter of if, but a matter of how

How can heritage help?



• Historic buildings are an underutilised mechanism for reducing carbon emissions

• The greenest building is one that already exists

• Repair, maintenance and continued use prevents unnecessary release of embodied carbon

• Designed to respond to environmental conditions

• Maintenance, repair, replacement, quick wins should be the priority before capital works 



Historic landscapes, parks, gardens, cemeteries 

and  churchyards can…

absorb carbon from the atmosphere

absorb groundwater, limiting flood risk

offer cool, shaded places during hot weather

How can heritage help?





Historic England firmly supports urgent climate action

Climate Action: Our leadership ensures that heritage plays an important role in the fight to limit climate change impacts

F. Climate change policy 
across local and 

national government 
better reflects the 

positive role of heritage

E. More buildings and 
places have been 

adapted for resilience 
and carbon saving

D. People are better 
equipped to make 

historic buildings and 
places more resilient to 

our changing climate

C. Approaches to 
adaptation are 

continuously improved 
and shared, including 

the handling of 
unavoidable losses

B. More organisations in 
the heritage sector are 
committed to achieving 

Net Zero by 2050 or 
earlier

A. Our own carbon 
emissions continue to 
reduce and remain on 
target to achieve Net 

Zero by 2040

2022
• Climate Change Strategy

• Carbon Reduction Plan Net Zero by 2040

• Climate Change Programme 

• Appointed Head of Climate Change

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/climate-change/our-strategy/
https://historicengland.org.uk/about/what-we-do/our-carbon-reduction-plan/


2022-2023

Advice and guidance

• Advice for owners and occupiers - Your Home

• Research: Air Source Heat Pumps in Small-Scale Buildings; 
embodied carbon in the historic built environment 

• Downloadable technical guidance, free public webinars

• Advice for decision-makers - Historic Environment Advice 
Note: Climate Change and Historic Building Adaptation 
Consultation

• Developing risk assessment evidence and methodologies, 
including managing loss 

• Supporting the heritage sector to lower missions

https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/your-home/energy-efficiency/
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/air-source-heat-pumps-historic-buildings/
https://historicengland.org.uk/research/heritage-counts/2019-carbon-in-built-environment/carbon-in-built-historic-environment/
https://historicengland.org.uk/advice/technical-advice/
https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/training-skills/training/webinars/technical-tuesdays/
https://historicengland.org.uk/whats-new/news/climate-change-historic-building-adaptation-consultation/


Advising government

• Heritage-based solutions to address the climate, 
biodiversity, fuel and cost of living crises

• Planning reform to better enable climate action in the
historic environment

• Buildings standards, including Energy Performance
Certificate (EPC) assessments

• Carbon accounting, inc. 7th Carbon Budget

• Construction industry skills gaps Heritage and Carbon Report

• Review into adapting historic homes for energy efficiency

• National risk assessment and adaptation action

• Evidence requirements

https://www.grosvenor.com/heritageandcarbon


Key Messages

• We have the tools to fight climate 
change: heritage is part of the solution

• Heritage can and must adapt: it’s not a 
matter of if, but how 

• Climate action today protects and 
creates the heritage of tomorrow

• Think global, act local


